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1. Introduction




1.1 What is aconservationarea?

The statutory definition of a conservation area, as
defined in the primary legislation, the Planning
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
is:

O!'T AOAA 1T £ ODPAAE
or historic interest the character

or appearance of which its
AAOEOAAI A Ol DOAC
In determining the above therare nospecific set
criteria upon which an area is designatd®lt there

are several key elements that are generally
considered.These includ¢he topography and
landscape, building ages and architectural styles,

the materials used and detailingtreet patterns

and grain landuses the public realm, green

spaces, boundary treatments, and views.

The extent to which buildings and structures
contribute generally derives from their frontages
onto the street that is most experienced in the
public domain. But in many places the sides and
rears of buildings and streets can also be viewed,
particularly n Durham City where many buildings
and areas can be seen three dimensionally. This is
due to how the buildings have developed in
response to the landform and how the city has

evolved over the centuries, spreading out in all
directions from the peninsula.

Spaces can contribute very positively, connecting
buildings and places, dictating movement, and
creatinginteractions These range from kegpen
historic avic spaces such as Durham Market Place,
to the contemporary Millennium Square, intimate
medieval streets, narrow historic vennels and gr%rrI
lanes, and the riverside footpattfs: 7 ~ ~ Y

Green spaces are in abundance in Durham City, and
they contribute significantly to its special character,
distinctiveness, and sense of place. They varf A @
greatly in type, use and extent, ranging from large
areas of dense ancient woodland, local nature
reserves, community allotment gardens, public

parks, private front gardens in the streetscene,
roadside verges, the riverbanks, and street trees.

Such green assets and the wider surrounding
landscape have high scenic and aesthetic qualities
that enhance the setting of buildings, streets,
spaces, and the city as a whole. All of the above,
and the varying topography, create and provide
different visud experiences, and ambiances, with
notable historic landmarks featuring in a range of
different views.
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The designation of a conservation area under the
Town and County Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/secti
on/69gives the Local Planning Authority (LPA)
certain statutory and general duties:

s69(1)requires the LPA to designate from
time to time any areas which they consider
to be of special architectural or historic
interest as conservation areas,

|l

s69(2)requires the LPA to review such
designations from time to time.

s71(1yequires the LPA to formulate,
prepare and publish proposals for the
preservation and enhancement of its
conservation areas from time to time.

s72(1yequires that when assessing
applications for development in
conservation areas, the LPA must pay
special regard to the desirability of
preserving or enhancing the character or
appearance of the conservation areas.


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/69
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/69

1.2 What is the purpose of this

appraisal? -

The key objective of thisharacter appraisal is to

define the special interest of Durham City Elvet
Conservation Area. It identifies and evaluates the
contribution of the different elements and features q
OEAO &I O0i OEA AOAA3O AEOOI
character and appearandbat justify its

designation. It then identifies any issues, problems,

and potential threats the conservation area faces, q
and the opportunities, that help to inform the

overarching realistic and deliverable management

aims and actions set out in the maramgent

strategy.

The appraisal will provide an important tool and q
AGEAAT AA AAOA Oi-goikgi £ O Ol
management, to ensure its special architectural

and historic interest is conserved and where

possible enhanced moving forwards. It has been q
prepaA A ET AAAT OAAT AA xEOE (
Advice Note 1, Conservation Area, Appraisal,

Designation and Managemernded. 2019.

The individual character appraisals fopart 2 of q
the Durham City Conservation Area Management
Plan (CAMP) procesBart 1is the Durham City

Strategic Context document, anplart 3the q
overarching Management Strategy. These
documents should be read in combination. 1

The purpose of the CAMP Strategic Context
document is to:

Setout the approachto the protection of
GKS / AGe&Qa aLISOALIf
interestand how this cawmleliverother
positive outcomes.

Set out an overview of the city in terms of

its special interest, history timeline,
topography & landscape context.

Provide an understanding of theeven
individual conservation areageir

interrelationships and how in combination

they inform theoverall heritage
significance of Durham City

Provide arunderstanding othe process
and methodology that has been carried
out.

Setout how theDurham City Gnservation

Areahas evolvedrom its original
designation in 196&roughto its

subdivision to seven conservation areas.

Set out the justificationfor the designation

of the seven new conservation arga

Set outhow the documents work

Sit alongside other strategies and plans

that are in place and emerging.
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Fig 1 belowSreetscene viewlong part dflallgarth Streea
characterful street 18h and19tcenturyBuildings, and Church
Street Head characterised by Victorian terraced properties.
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Together the conservation area character appraisal Fig 2 belowAdrone viewver Durham Castle across Elvet
andCAMP overarching]anagement strategy will: Conservation Area showing the dense mixed toandc¢hpdocal

) and wider landscape surroundings.
AHelp decision makers to be able to assess the

impact of newdevelopment proposals and
AEAT CA Obpi1T OEA AOAAGO
appearance and significance.

A0 OT OEAA A AAOAEI AA O1 AA(
special interest that can be used to inform future
planning decisions.

Aldentify positive features to be preserved,
negative features to be improved and identify
bi OAT OEAl Z£O0OOOA OEOEO G
and character. %

A Offer solutions to the issues and potential risks
through the management aims and actions.

Aldentify positive opportunities for change and
improvements.

A Support the delivery of good design and assist in
the preparation and implementation of
enhancement and regeneration opportunities
when they arise.

Image, © Graeme Hall, used with permission.
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2. Overview
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2.1 Locationand description Fig 3 below. A selectionmfges showing the main streets that
form thehistoric core of the conservation area, Old Elvet, New Elvet,

o _ o Church Street and Hallgarth StAdkdistinctive streets but with
Durham City is one of the most historic cities in the  unifying characteristics.

UK founded in the I0century with its core on the
peninsula, crowned by the castle and cathedral,
and bounded by the River Wear. It has always been,
and continues to be, a place of change and growth.
It is centrally located within County Durham and is
well connected to manytgategic road and rail
routes, including the A1(M), and the east coast
mainline. Within the city, radiating out from the
peninsula is a network of streets, roads, and
different routes spreading wider afield to connect
the city with the surrounding villages

Durham CityElvet Conservation Area occupies the
eastern part of thehistoriccity centre It is a large,
distinctive,and complex part of the city comprising
of a medieval coréocusedaround OldElvet New
Elvet,and Church Streetwith late 19" and 20"
centurydevelopmentandsuburban housing
extendingwestwardsalongQuarryheads Lane

A defining characteristic is the juxtaposition of the
built and natural environments with densgban
development on the edge of the River Wear
corridor, the mostly flat riverside and flood plain
land around The Racecourse, and the

AT AT | b AniydlBrdsCap&featurest Maiden
Castle, Whinney Hill, Moujay and part of Great
High Wood




Map 1 Location plans
A location plan of Durham City highlighted in-the
widerCountyDurhamcontex{inset belovgmd an,  *
aerial map showildveiConservation Area in the ~
wider city centre settlement context

- Conservation Area

Every care has been taken to ensure the information
contained on this map is correct

Durham County Council accepts no hiabilty for error

or misinterpretation of the information shown on this map
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2.2 The conservation area boundary

Description

In the norththe conservation area boundary
follows the course of the River Wear between New
ElvetRoadBridge in the west to Maiden Castle
footbridge in the south east. From here the
boundary follows the route of the footpath around
the base of the hill of Maiden Castle up to the A177
Shincliffe PethFrom this point itcrosses the road
continuing south through Great High Wood and
aroundMountjoy up to Stockton Roadt then

heads west following the road to the end of
Quarryheads Lane. The west side of the boundary
skirts aroundidge of theriver gorge up to

Kingsgate Bridge. Here it turns east onto New
Elvet following the street back to the modern road
bridge.

An important part of the appraisal process is to
provide an understanding as to how the boundary
to the conservation area has been drawn, what is
included and what has been excluded, and why
certain physical features have been used to define
it.

The following provides a list of the key points that
have informed theconservation aredoundary
identification process:

The area isdcused on the medieval streets

OEAO AOA A A&EOT AAT AT OAI

medieval town plan.

The aeaisinformed by two historic borough
boundariesof the cityestablished by c.1250,

Al OET OCE OAAT OAO 1T £ %l OAC

the earlier occupation of th@eninsulan 995.

The north, east and west boundaries are
naturallyformed by the loop of the River Wear
around thepeninsulaending upstream at the
boundary with Shincliffe Conservation Area

The boundary excludes Dunelm House and
Durham University Riverside Developments 1
and2. Thesedevelopmentswere designed to
face the river having a stronger presence
within the river corridor that is part of the
Durham City Peninsuland Riverbanks
Conservation Area.

The southern boundary is defined by the main
eastwest route of Stockton Road and
Quarryheads Lane that separates the area
from Durham University Science PaSlite.

The modern housing area between Church
Street and Hallgarth Street is included as it is
indivisible from the historic streets bounding
this area.

Durham City
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I The boundary includsthe historic landscape
DA  features at Maiden Castle Woollountjoy =~ O
and part of Great High Wood. These are of
historic significance and play an important role
ET OEA AOAA3O AAOOEAOGEA
the ring of hills around the city. These form a
green skyline backdrop and provide a fine view
of DurhamCastle and CathedraVorld
Heritage Site.

The conservation area represents an important
PEAAA T £ $O00OEAI #EOUBO EE
significant part of its landscape intrinsic to its

character and sense of place. It has significant

historic, evidential, aesthetic, and communal
values,comprising of legible different characterful

parts but with cohesive areas to merit
designation,whichdeserves careful management

to preserve or enhance.

Fig 4 belowThe entrance tdistinctivgreen open space of The
Racecourderm Old Elvethat provides a very positive contrast
with the dense and busy urban environment.



Map 2 Conservation area boundary )
A detailed map of the conservation area boundg
(red) with the main streets identified.

1.0ld Elvet 2.New Elvet 3.Hallgarth Street 4.Crielg \": TSN -
Street 5.Quarryheads Lane 6.Stockton Road  [#a \amyi » 3 ;
7.Whinney Hill 8.Green Lane 9.The Racecoursji ‘ ol ——
10Mountjoy DA
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Map 3 Conservation area boundary

(aerial map)

The aerial map shows the boundary in detail and
distinction between the urban and natural
environments with the surrounding city faded out
givegreater clarity.

© Crown Copyright and database rights 2024. 0 290
Ordnance Survey LA 100049055 v Y ) ¢ ;

580 Metres

D Conservation Area

Every care has been taken to ensure the information
contained on this map is correct

Durham County Council accepts no liability for error

or misinterpretation of the information shown on this map.
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Historicinterest Topographynd ®tting

2.3 Summay of special interest )
0 The are@interestrelatingto its early 0 The unique andariedtopography

Architectural interest

0 Theareas higharchitectural quality and

diversityranging fromGeorgian
townhouses and cottages to Victorian
workergterraces, and notable historic
landmarks

The high number of listed buildingsd
non-designated heritage assets
combining to generate higfguality
historic streetscapes.

The variation ircharacter and
distinctiveness moving from place to
place.

The prevailing use of traditional building
materials, techniques, architectural
features,and detailing.

occupationpredatingthe arrival of the
community of St Cuthbert on the
peninsula, and as one of tkE OU & O
medieval boroughs.

The surviving and legible medievalyout
andplan form, medieval buildings and
burgage plot pattern vennels and other
historic routes.

The high significance of the medieval
Durham Cathedral Prigrfarm group a
unique survival in the city centre.

Thelegible 19" centuryresidential
expansion and the character this
generates.

ranging from the flatopenfloodplain to
the hills surrounding the area that are
intrinsic to the setting of the wider city.

Thevalue of the topography in terms of
constraining and shaping the built
environment of the area

The high historic, aesthetic,
leisure/recreational and social value of The
Racecourseised since 1773.

The are® Sgnificant value as an intrinsic
part of the setting to DurhanCastle and
Cathedral World Heritage site.

The importance of the topography in
terms of the views it creates, and the role
the landscape plays in views.

) ) - = === Fig6aboveSt Oswal d&s Chutrcenturyd at i Rig7 abavelhe viewhaerosd tBe sports pitches at Green Lane.
Fig 5 aboveOld Elvet is arguglbie finest historic streetsciape on the site of an earlier church.

the city, characterised by a rich collection of Georgian townhouses.

12
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Green andlueinfrastructureassets Views Publicrealm
o Theabundanceand variation in thereen 0 The variationof viewsand the changing o Thehigh quality public realm of the
spaces that have historic interest visual experiences they providecluding different streets and spaces of variable
community valueand high visual amenity views ofsignificant historic landmarks and scales anatharacter.
value changingintimate historic streetscapes. _ ) _
ging R 0 Thepublic artworks on the riverside
0 The value of the green spaces in terms of 0 The strong visual relationship between encouraging social interactions.
enhancing the setting of the buildings and the areg castle,and cathedral. _ ) _
. . 0 The changing visual experiences,
the important natural separation they _ _
. ambiancesand sense of place, with
provided.

movement through different routes,
0 The are& intrinsic and inseparable streets,and spaces.
relationship with the river, surrounding

countryside, woodland and hills, 0 The good connectivity and accessibility

the area has with other parts of the city,
including the peninsula.

Fig 8, aboveA tpical riverside footpath enclosed on one side by
greenery with an open aspect to the river beyond which is a
woodl and owal l

Fig9,aboveThe ocl assicé seemingly dd&i§{0gapeePubliciarspjeces 4t thg riyesside.
Durham @thedral from Durham Crown Court

13



2.4 Topographyandsetting

The unique topographytiie physical form,
featuresand appearance of land surfaces for
example rivers, valleys, hjltsf Durham City is one
if its most significant features which has shaped
its plan and builform andis a defining
characteristic of its special interest.

The city lies within a wide belt of coal measure in a
broad valley at the confluence of two rivers, the
River Browney, and the River Wear. In the Ice Age,
glacial deposits of sands and gravels were left and
choked the river valley. To avoid the buried rive
valley, the river cut into solid rock and created a
narrow steepsided gorge, resulting in the

dramatic meander around the peninsula.

The geographical form gave the city its name with
O$ OOEAI 8 AAOEOAA £mEOI I

i AAT El-igandBlifalsd dreated many
distinctive views where Durham Cathedral and
DurhamCastle are spectacularly seen overlooking
the fragmented townscape. This unique
combination of geographical location, topography
and iconic buildings have created a visually
dramatic and internationally recognisable skyline.

The surrounding mature hilly landscape forms an
almost complete circuit around the historic city
core.lt stretchesfrom Maiden Castle to the
southeast, via High Wood and Hollingside Lane
above the University site at Stockton Road,
OEOI OCE , 1 xAO " AOT K

Moor and Windy Hill and finishing at Aykley Heads
above Crook HallThe river forms two breaks at
Maiden Castle and Crook Hall but the area in
between completes the circuit of the bowl with

the high ground at Gilesgate.

At Elvetthis surrounding mature landscape
provides physical angisual containment to the
urbanarea and generates a scenic green
backdrop This can be best appreciated in the
long-ranging views across gained from the higher
ground in Claypath and Gilesgate which show
Elvet nestledow in the surrounding landscape.

To the south the landscape character is more open
and rural fragmented by pockets of denser areas
of mature woodland which encroach into the built
form around the edges of this part of the city.
Despite the density of urban form, the

~ -~ Gombinati nooft e o%l ngts at Pelaw.Woods,
OE&/hir?nlyéill,M%unq@, QU o Lt Migh

Wood, groups of trees, street trees and
surrounding countryside gives the area a very high
tree canopy cover.

%l Oitndédite setting $definedby the outer
bank of the steep narrow River Wear gorge which
forms the western edge of the conservation area.
Here the juxtaposition of the rich densely wooded
landscape with Durham Cathedral rising
majestically above achieves a series of dramatic
high quality views throughout Elvet, and lesser,
yet still important glimpses of theathedral

Aok PEMRSS BUIANGS AN 8Yer r0lPSy 6 c A 6 A
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As Elvet occupies land at a lower level to the
peninsula this creates a strong visual relationship
in particularly from the flatter undeveloped
floodplain.From here other parts of the city are
visible providing a visual understanding of the
areas historic urban setting.

On the opposite side of the river thparklandon
the site of theCollege of St Hild and Bedweerges
into the dense woodland at Pelaw Woaodehe
woodland risesteeply up from rivelevel to
create enclosure reinforcinghe landscape
character.Further positive contributors to the
areas setting are the green corridor approaches
into Elvet for example along Potters Bank, and
South Road

The landscape and riverscape both contand
constraindevelopment, while greenirigersof
undeveloped open countryside and the floodplain
have played a vital role in preventing urban

growth and coalescence. This has shaped the built
environment seen today and provides a visually
rich contrast between buildings and landscape
that achieves hgh aesthetic quality that is
fundamental to the character of the place

14
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Fig 11 right A digital terrain map showing the varied topog
of the city and the main ridge andirel$ with Elvet Conserva
Area boundary highlighted in red.

Key ridge line
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Fig 12 belowAnimage showindaiden Castle Wood wiitie
sportitches in the foregrowatdower river level

Fig 13 RightThe view along the river corridor towards Baths
Bridge showing the woodland in the grofithed Collegef St

Hild and St Bederming natural containment to the conservation
area and he greeteafycorridor approach into Elvet along Potters
Bank.

16



A major positive attribute of the conservation
AOAAGO OECGT EEXZEAAT AA EO
essential component of the largelynaltered
medieval plan and layout of the wider city centre.

A settlement is known to have existed at Durham
by the 1" century, with archaeological evidence
of even earlier occupation d@oth Elvet andhe
peninsula.The peninsulavas chosen as the final
resting place for the community of monks
AAOOUET ¢ 30 #OOEAAOOGO
a naturally defensible site. The castle and the
cathedral were constructed, and the city grew up
beyond the defensive castle walls betweetiong,

and at the edges of key routes.

The city has retained the medieval historic street
pattern together with its largelyl9" century
expansion, with swathes of green space that in
places creates a semural character. Whilst some
20n and 2X:century development has altered the
townscape; it remains characterised by a wide
variety of historic buildings of different periods
giving it a strong identity and sense of place.

The topography allows the historic evolution and
multi-layered built development to be
experienced and appreciated, while generating a
series of high value views withe castleand
cathedral the focus of many.

ElvetConservation Area therefore has significant
group value and an indivisible historic connection
and physical relationship with the other Durham
City Conservation Areas.

A butErRENlemdiding at theYopdriverSideghe O 1

This is evidenced and can be understood by the

OEEOOVDBDAEEOOPDANOCAADI ADEI

the framework of the different approaches along
the principle historic streets and other historic
routes, and the different visual connections and
experien@sbetween places.

One example is the experiencé walking through
Pelaw Woods in Gilesgate Conservation Area
where the dense mature woodland prevents views

buildingslining Green Lane and Old Elvebme
into view with the castle and cathedral towering
above them in dramatic fashiofhis view, and
others,alsogives asense oD E A  depaéatibd O
by the river andf Durham Castle and Cathedral
World Heritage Sitavith its elevation drama,and

dominance ovethe townscape

The higher vantage points from within the
conservation aredoundary providdineOE E A A A1
expansive views over the area. Further, there are
many distinctive changes in character from urban
to natural and vice versa along different
approaches. An example is the eftiom Old Elvet
onto theracecourse andverbanksfollowed by

the steep climb up to Gilesgate, and the route
along Quarryheads Lane of suburban character
that changes to one of sennural dominated by
Durham School.

Durham City
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Further significance is drawn from the fact that

the towAScapdEahd ldhdseapedf tilirh@i Oty T 1 A

Conservation Areas in combination provide a
substantial part of the setting of Durham

Cathedral and Castle World Heritage Site. They
bl AU AEEEAOCAT O O1T1 A0 EI
significance and its outstanding universal value
and how thigs experienced, appreciated and
understood.

A A Beyad the historic city corthe setting is

dominated by modern areas of housing and
infastructure of little interest with limited visual
connections with the historic built settlement.
Beyond is a very open form with robust corridors
of farmland and woodland. The physical
separationfrom the historic core and its lack of
prominence in general views makes the city feel
small and strongly defined. This adds positively to
(j)ts setting.

The surrounding aresplay a further positive rel.
This isin terms of the different approaches that
provide an obvious transition from a modern to
historic character which emphasises the
appreciation and positive experience of the special
interest of the historic environment once within

the conservation area.

17
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Map 5 Setting

The map shows the 7 Durham City
Conservation Areas in combinatidn
the settingooundarpf DurhanCastle
and Cathedral World Heritage Site
demonstrating the intrinsic relationshi

It should baoted thathe WorldHeritage
Ste setting boundary is not tightly
delineated but i s§g
the topography, tree coverage, buildi
heights, road, and street patterns
determine cathedral visibility.

West Sherburn |

Conservatio

D Gilesgate

I I Crossgate

D Hill Colleges Durham

n Area

. D Peninsula

World Heritage Site Inner

Setting

|:| World He
e ¢ \ |

ritage Site

Every care has been taken to ensure the information
contained on this map is correct.

| Durham County Council accepts no liability for error

or misinterpretation of the information shown on this map.

County Council \&
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Theexpansiveiewacross Elvet from
Durham Cathedral tovsEmonstrating
the distinctive topograpéstting and
containment provided by the surrount

landscape
Image, ©Krystal Taraused with permission.
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2.5 Historic development

Durham City was like many medieval towns
arranged so that the main roads and bridges
directed movement into and through the main
Market Place to collect tolls, trade merchandise
and provide entertainment to travellers and
pilgrims to Durham Cathedral. TRRE OU 8 O
grew up around three main entrances,
Framwellgate and Crossgate between
Framwellgate Bridge and the main roads from
Newcastle and Lanchester in the north and nerth
west. Gilesgate in the east linking the city to
Sunderland and Hartlepool, @Elvet on the road
to Darlington and the South.

The city centre has not been heavily impacted by
industrial development in the same way as other
towns. Itsmedieval layout has been conserved
with the separate ancient suburbs still legiblne
medievaltown comprised agroup of independent
Goroughs3 6

Each borough had its own parish church, court,
mill and bakehouse and the houses bordering the
streets were laid out within long narrow strips of
land or burgage plots, end on to the street. As the
houses built up across the street frontages narrow
alleys,or vennels were established to serve rear
yards and stables, usually one for each pair of
burgage plots.

The earliest signs of history in the Elvet area are
the evidence of Maiden Castle Iron Age Fort
dating from c800BZADA43. It was once moated by
the River Wear on three sides, needing only a
deep ditch on its western flank to complete its
defences2 AAT OAO 1T £ %l OAGBSO
date the early settlement on the peninsula in

~ ~ 9 5@% o it may have been a place of great
OOAE% & xAO ET T xI1

AT A EO OAAP6ﬁ§AXéP BE

OOAT AA8 ) O
OO0x Al EOI Al Ao
Chronical in 762AD.
During the medievaperiod,the Elvet Borough
consisted of Old Elvet and New Elvet, but there
was a further independent part, this being the
"AOTT U T &
Church Street, Hallgarth Street, Whinney Hill and
part of Quarryheads Lane.

The first mention of Elvet in Norman times was
when Bishop St Carileph gave the Barony of Elvet
to the Cathedral Priory that included the site of

%l OAOEAI I
street today gets its name. This was an important
agricultural estate that supported the Priory. At
thistime, the land behind the main streets was
largely undevelopedheing adiagonal

arrangement of narrow fields used as allotments,
private gardensprchards,and plantations

Elvet grew to become a suburb of considerable
size,and its importance recognised when Bishop
Pudsey linked it to th@eninsula via Saddler
Street with the construction of Old Elvet Bridge in
115395.

Durham City
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The Racecourse is historically significant dating
from the medieval period when it belonged to the
Durham Priory. It later became a horse racetrack
in 1733 that continued to c1887.
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notable new developmentsThis included Durham
Courts in 1811 and Durham Prison in 1850,

replagingdhe wrearMo .Gatg IR quqéef %rget

expanded in 18689 when further
accommodation blocks were built. Elvet Railway
Station opened 893, the line running to the
south of Green Lane, with important brick remains
surviving along the riverside. In 1895 Old Shire

at Manin Street andviountjoy Crescent

constructed in the later part of the century.

The urban expansion continued into the20
century with the construction of Elvet Methodist
Church in the 1920s, the public swimming baths in
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public wash house and fire engine station house.

During this period further terraced housing was
built at Boyd Street, High Wood view and High
Wood Terrace in the 1920s, followed by new
housing in the 19360s at Whinney Hill, then at
#1 000 , AT An
in the 1960s.
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As Durham University expanded it occupied
variousbuildingswithin Old Elvet resulting in

Elvet becoming a second centre for the University.

Consequently, theJniversitycommissioned Ove
Arup and Partners to design a new footbridge to
link Bow Lane on the peninsula with Elvet.
Kingsgate Bridge was completed in 1982

Durham University has had a significant influence
on the form and character of New Elvét was
originally very similar to Old Elvet, however by the
1950s it consisted of a mixture of traditional
buildings at its north end (many of which survive
today), a factory, a cleared site, a small housing
estate and some derelict buildings. This area was
redeveloped by the University in the 1960s known
as Elvet Riverside 1, with Elvet Riverside 2 built in
1972.

4EA 1T Ax OOAI EA &S
had a significant impact. It was built in 2 phases
the firstin 196775, from North Road to Gilesgate,
followed by the route across to Elvet via New
Elvet Bridge Thiscoupled with adjacent land
clearance resulted in the loss miany historic
buildings, and large areas of land being released
for development. Further road constructions
occurred with the formalisation of the lane east
off Hallgarth Street to the site of Elvethall Manor,
a new road linkingd Whinney Hill, and with the
construction of the A177 and Stockton Road that
sought toreducetraffic from within the medieval
streets.
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More recently the largest development in the area
occurred at Whinney Hill School with the
demolition of the redundant school building and
construction of new dwellings in a mixture of
contemporary house types introducing a new
character within the area.

Fig 14 aboveMew of New Elvet ¢.1901 Durham County Records
Office (Ref.DR003487),

Fig 15 aboveView ofOld Elvet.1914 Durham County Records
Office (Ref.DR003505),
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Fig 16 aboveMiew of Old Elvet ¢.1865 Durh@ounty Records
Office (Ref.DR001018),
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Fig 17 aboveView of Elvet Bridge from original postcard ¢.1910
Durham County Records Office (Ref.DR00747),
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Fig 18 aboveNew Elvet postcard before ¢.1918 Durham County
Records Offi¢Ref.DR00986),
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Fig 19 rightand the following pagAsequence distoric
ordnance survey maytractof the conservation area.

OS map ¢.1860is one of best surviving guides c/,
the plan form of the city, it shows the

along the main streets of Old Elvet, New Elvet,
Church Street and Hallgarth Stee The majority |
of the remained area is shown as undeveloped
fields and woodland plus Race Course. It shows}{in
detailed the burgage plot pattern, Countyourt,
and prison buildings.

I:I Conservation Area
. el

Every care has been taken to ensure the information

contained on this map is correct.

Durham County Council accepts no liability for error
N or misinterpretation of the information shown on this map.
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OS mapc.1898, by the middle of the 19century
OEA &1 O1 AAGET T O 1T £ OE/
place, the Peninsula had been opened up by the
removal of its gates and fortifications, roads
bypassed it to the west and the railways arrived
from three different directions. The late 19
century map shows that Elvet was not radically
affected by the Victorian period of expansion tha
significantly changed the form and character of
the city centre in the west. Elvet only notably
changed with the small construction of teaced

housing at the south end of Church Street, and at

Mountjoy Crescent. The map shows Durham
Station (Elvet) on Parsons field with the railway
line travelling southeast crossing the river that le
to Sherburn House Station.

—
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