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1. Introduction




1.1 What is aconservationarea?

The statutory definition of a conservation area, as
defined in the primary legislation, the Planning
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
is:

Ot AOAA
or historic interest the character
or appearance of which its
AAOEOAAIT A Ol

In determining the above therare nospecific set
criteria upon which an area is designatéglt there
are several key elements that are generally
considered. This includes the topography and
landscape, building ages and architectural styles,
the materials used and detailingtreet patterns
and grain landusesthe public realm, green
spaces, boundary treatments, and views.

The extent to which buildings and structures
contribute generally derives from their frontages
onto the street that is most experienced in the
public domain. But in many places the sides and
rears of buildings and streets can also be viewed,
particularly n Durham City where many buildings
and areas can be seen three dimensionally. This is
due to how the buildings have developed in
response to the landform and how the city has
evolved over the centuries, spreading out in all
directions from the peninsula.

PDOAC(

Spaces can contribute very positively, connecting
buildings and places, dictating movement, and
creatinginteractions These range from kegpen
historic avic spaces such as Durham Market Place,
to the contemporary Millennium Square, intimate
medieval streets, narrow historic vennels and green
lanes, and the riverside footpaths.

they contribute significantly to its special character,
distinctiveness, and sense of place. They vary
greatly in type, use and extent, ranging from large

areas of dense ancient woodland, local naturéz\ A 6

reserves, ommunity allotment gardens, publi
parks, private front gardens in the streetscene,
roadside verges, the riverbanks, and street trees.

Such green assets and the wider surrounding
landscape have high scenic and aesthetic qualities
that enhance the setting of buildings, streets,
spaces, and the city as a whole. All of the above,
and the varying topography, create and provide
different visud experiences, and ambiances, with
notable historic landmarks featuring in a range of
different views.

Added to the above,fte river is a wonderful blue
asset,whichhas played a critical role in shaping the
city and is a significant part of the character and
experience of the city. The River Wear corridor is a
OPAAEAI AT A O1T ENOA PAOO
environment and a significant natural component

of the widercity that crosses and unites multiple
conservation areas.
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It has high aestheticsocial and recreational value
and it provides an important wildlife corridor
through the heart of the historic city.

The designation of a conservation area under the
Town and County Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/secti

I /& OP A A EGreenspaces are in abundance in Durham City, And on/69gives the Local Planning Authority (LPA)

certain statutory and general duties:

1 s69(1)requires the LPA to designate from
time to time any areas which they consider
to be of special architectural or historic
interest as conservation areas,

1 s69(2)requires the LPA to review such
designations from time to time.

1 s71(1l)yequires the LPA to formulate,
prepare and publish proposals for the
preservation and enhancement of its
conservation areas from time to time.

1 s72(1)yequires that when assessing
applications for development in
conservation areas, the LPA must pay
specialattention to the desirability of
preserving or enhancing the character or
appearance of the conservation areas. 4 j


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/69
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/69

1.2 What is the purpose of this
appraisal?

The key objective of this character appraisal is to

define the special interest of Durham City

Peninsula and Riverbanks Conservation Area. It
identifies and evaluates the contribution of the
different elements and features that form the
AOAAB O /ress(sénid ofipfacethakacter and
appearance that justify its designation. It then
identifies any issues, problems, and potential
threats the conservation area faces, and the
opportunities, that help to inform the overarching
realistic and deliverable magement aims and
actions set out in the management strategy.

The appraisal will provide an important tool and
AGEAAT AA AAOA Oi-goikgl &£l OI
management, to ensure its special architectural
and historic interest is conserved and where
possibleenhanced moving forwards. It has been
DOAPAOAA ET AAAT OAAT AA
Advice Note 1, Conservation Area, Appraisal,

Designation and Managemernded. 2019.

The individual character appraisals fopart 2 of
the Durham City Conservation Area Management
Plan (CAMP) procesBart 1is the Durham City

Strategic Context document, anplart 3the
overarching Management Strategy. These
documents should be read in combination.

The purpose of the CAMP Strategic Context
document is to:

Setout the approachto the protection of
GKS / AGeQa aLISOAL ¢
interestand how this cawmleliverother
positive outcomes.

Set out an overview of the city in terms of
its special interest, history timeline,
topography & landscape context.

Provide arunderstanding of theseven
individual conservation areageir
interrelationships and how in combination
they inform theoverall heritage
significance of Durham City

Provide arunderstanding othe process
and methodology that has been carried
out.

Setout how theDurham City ©nservation |
Areahas evolvedrom its original
designation in 196&roughto its
subdivision to seven conservation areas.

Set out the justificationfor the designation
of the seven new conservation argea

Set out how the documents work

Sit alongside other strategies and plans
that are in place and emerging.

Durham City
Draft Conservation Aredanagement Plar2026

Fig 1 below The Baileys, part of the medieval defensive complex on
the peninsul@distinctive historic street lined by houses adapted
over the centuries with a strong Georgian character.

GdzN> £ ' yR KA&AU2NRO
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Together the conservation area character appraisal Fig 2 below. fieclassic viefom Milburngate Road Bridge

and CAMP overarchingnanagement strategy will: showing the association betWastieCathedraRiveiVear,and

) riverbanks woodlaagh exceptional sequential view demonstrating

AHelp decision makers to kable to assess the theworld heritage sites (WHima, beauty, and dominamer
impact of new development proposals and the city.

AEAT CA Obpi1T OEA AOAAGO
appearance and significance.

A0 OT OEAA A AAOGAEI AA O1 AA
special interest that can be used to inform future
planning decisions.

Aldentify positive features to be preserved,
negative features to be improved and identify
potential future risks to the are® special interest
and character.

A Offer solutions to the issues and potential risks
through the management aims and actions.

Aldentify positive opportunities for change and
improvements.

A Support the delivery of good design and assist in
the preparation and implementation of
enhancement and regeneration opportunities
when they arise.
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2.1 Locationanddescription

Durham City is one of the most historic cities in the
UK founded in the I0century with its core on the
peninsula, crowned by th€astleand Cathedral

and bounded by the River Wear. It has always been,
and continues to be, a place of change and growth.
It is centrally located within County Durham and is
well connected to many strategic road and rail
routes, including the A1(M), and the east coast
mainline. Within the city, radiating out from the
peninsula is a network of streets, roads, and " - H
different routes spreading wider afield to connect e Mg : N | e et et <
the city with the surrounding villages ’

TheDurham City Peninsuland Riverbanks
Conservation Aredies at thehistoricheartof the
ancientcity. Itis focused upon the historicastle
complex that comprises an inner bailgyastle

keep and motte, and an outer bailey today marked
by the streets named North and South Bailey which
surrounds theCathedralprecinctincluding the
Cathedralchurch, The College and Palace Green.
Most of the historicCastleouter defensive walls
survive, though only one gateway, the Watergate
remains.

Beyondthis area are the commercial streets of
Saddler Street, Silver Street, and Elvet Bridge,
leading into the Market Plac®utside the built

form the River Wear, its riverbanks and river valley

Fig 3 aboveAspIenid drongew from the welstoking over the
peninsulahe Cathedrashown in itsroadtownscape and

. N o Image © Graeme Hall, used with permission. landscape settingoove right, threbendal housatThe College,
SUb'_d'V'deS th(f,‘ historic core, continuing u_pStream andthe cobbleBow Lane linking the peninsula to Elvet.
to Finchale Priory and downstream to Shincliffe
Village.
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Map 1 Location plans >
A location plan of Durham City highlighted in the Wider
county contegbeloyand anaerial map showittge |
Durham CitfPeninsula and Riverbab&sservation

Area irthecity centre settlement context

0 dnanoeASurvey 0004905

Every care has beon taken %0 ensure the informaton
contaned on ths map 5 comect

Dusham County Councd accapts no habity for emor

o msniecpeotation of the miormaton shown on this ms
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2.2 The conservation area boundary

Boundary description

The conservation area boundary in the north
follows the route of Leazes Rogdissing the
entrance to the Market Place and around the
north side of Milburngate Bridge. From here it
turns southwards following the route of
Framwellgate Waterside, under Framwellgate
Bridge then rising up the riverbank to the ridge of
the inner gorge

It thenfollows the rear plots of the buildings lining
the east side of South Street down to Pimlico.
From this point the boundarturns west for a
short distance up to Quarryheads Lane following
the street down to Prebends Bridge Cottage.

The boundarycontinues around the edge of Elvet
Banks with a deviation skirting around the playing
fields at Palmers Close. It follows the riverbanks
up to and around Dunelm House onto New Elvet
where it followsthe street north over New Elvet
Bridge back to Leazes Road.

An important part of the appraisal process is to
provide an understanding as to how the boundary
to the conservation area has been drawn, what is
included and what has been excluded, and why
certain physical features have been used to define
it. The following provides a list of the key points
that have informed theDurham City Peninsula
Conservation Area boundary:

Focugdon theancient core that the
community of St Cuthbert settled oim
the 10" century, and from which the city
grew up.

Areacomprisesof the survivingtown plan
identifiable on historic maps dating back
to the 1600sand forming the heart ofhe
6" EOEI PO "1 O BCES 8
Theboundary isnaturallydefinedby the
River Wear gorgéhat separates the
peninsula from other parts of the city
capturing all themature woodlandon

both sidesof the riverbanks.

The triangular plot of land between
Pimlico and Quarryheads Lane is included
as it is visually part of the riverbanks
setting area andconjecturally represerga
remnant of how approaches to the
Cathedralmay have once looked.

The boundary is drawn to captuthe
Chorister School playing fielon the west
side of the Church Street Head/Stockton
Road junctioras it retains its historic open
character importantview of the

Cathedra) and remains ilCathedral
ownership providing a legible connection.

Durham City

Draft Conservation Aredlanagement Plar2026

A Theeast boundaryextendsoutwardsto

captureDurhamUniversityElvet
Riverside. The buildingsere intentionally
designed to face the river with a strong
presence in the river corridpturning their
backs to New Elvet.

Dunelm Houses included as it haan
integral architecturaldesigned
relationship tothe river and Kingsgate
Bridge.

ThePrince Bishops Pladgentre is
inseparable fom the areaowing to its
position within the townscapghaving
beengrafted into the medieval streets
and with a strong visual presence facing
the river.
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The conclusionis that the conservation area Fig 4 belowGeneral views along theer corriddrom Kingsgate
boundary is logically informetepresenting a Bridge, anbelow from Prebends Bridye river separt
distinctive geological formationan exceptionally different parts of the city and jpiesa unique contrasting natural
significantbuilt environment,andinvaluable historic environment to the urban.

historical landscapédt includes DurhanCastle N T —
and Cathedralorld Heritage Site, whichis '
globallysignificant for its innovatie Romanesque
architecture, with the iconi€athedraland
associatedCastleset within theirconserved

medieval bailey and defensive wall complex. This
AT 1T AET AA xEOE OEA 0011 Al
creates a unigue townscape and unforgettable

visual drama and experience. The arearits
designation andleserves careful managnent to
preserve or enhanciés special interest and

character.




Map 2 Conservation area boundary v
A detailed map of the conservation area bou rigagy
(red) with the main streets identified.

1 Market Place
2.Silver Street

= 3.Saddler Street

4.0wengate

| 5.Palace Green
6.North and South Bailey
7.The College
8.New Elvet Riverside
9.Choristor Schptdying fields
10.Quarryheads Lane

.;:--:f.?:g
2= Q
ORHVDL N

"r’a?‘\ Eﬂ <
B NN ) B
B '_-/_:—,... /

W o= oy

WAL e

—— '(/‘“ﬁ‘ Every care has been taken % ensure the information
7t 'r‘.f Weonumdon"umpsoom

Durham County Councé accepts no lablity for error
| or misinterpretation of the information shown on this magp

). Crown Copyrightand database rights 2025.

RO\

Durham 3¢

%Y

Mol




Map 3 Conservation area boundary

(aerial map)

The aerial map shows the boundary in detail and
distinction between the urban and natural
environments with therrounding city faded out to
give greater clarity.

D Conservation Area

Every care has been taken to ensure the information
contained on this map is correct.

Durham County Council accepts no liability for error

or misinterpretation of the information shown on this map.

Durham &%
County Council "-;-}5

D Crown Copyright and database rights 2024.
Drdnance Survey LA 100049055 T e 480 Metres
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Map 4 Durham Castle and Cathedral
World Heritage Site.

The magshows the boundary of the world herit
site that is located within domservation area.

A major component of the conservation area is
DurhamCastleand CathedraWorld Heritage Site
World Heritage sites are cultural and/or natural
OEOAO AT 1 O Eohtfaddng unférsalA
valueh hich have been inscribed on the World
Heritage List by UNESCO. These places or

buildings are thought to have special importance |- :

for everyone and represent unique, the most

significant or best, examples of world culture or | |

natural heritage.

World Heritage status is the higistaccolade of
heritage significance, with Durhai@astleand
Cathedralinscribed on the list in 1986he sites
Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) andther
information can be found dburhamCastleand
Cathedral UNESCO World Heritage Centre

The dual world heritage site and conservation are:
designaionOAOOE AEAO O1 OEA| AC

architectural imporance and thesurrounding
townscape, landscape and riverscape are
fundamental to the perception and understandin

. N P i x ~~\A~‘,‘_,ﬁ"m,!‘
i £ OEA AOAA3O AOI OOO0A

g |:|wmd Heritage Site =

A\ VAW W s S OPSFTRE TRV 5| S
Every care has been taken to ensure the information

containad on this map 1s correct,

| Durham County Council accepts no liability for error

'/ or misinterpretation of the information shown on this map

Durham/%:¥

County Council kP

2024-05-23
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https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/370/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/370/

2.3 Summay of specialinterest

Architecturainterest

0 The exceptional architecture of the

Cathedraland Castledemonstrating
architectural innovation and expressing
Norman power, andhe spiritual and
secular powers of the medieval Prince
Bishops.

The exceptionasignificance of the
Romanesque and early Gothic medieval
architecture with iconic buildings set
within the surviving remains of their early
medieval Bailey and defensive wall.

The exceptional architectural significance
of the Claustral an@’heCollege Buildings
representing one of the most complete
collections of monastic buildings in
England to have survived from the
medieval period.

Thehigh significance of théuildings
around Palace Green displaying important
architectural references of the time
relating to their original use.

landmarks

The high architectural quality and
diversitywithin the Market Place, Silver
Street, Elvet Bridge and Saddler Street
with buildings of different periods
characterand usesombining to generate
high-quality historic streetscapes with a
strong historic identity

Theveryhigh number of listed buildings,
non-designated heritage assets and

... ——E

Fig 5 aboveThe Chorister School a medieval prebenal

house of higsignificance.

Durham City
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Historicinterest

(0]

The are@ ancientoriginsand significance
as thestarting point for the city, and its
subsequent historic evolution.

Theexceptional interest of the surviving
medieval town planwith a high level of
intactness, authenticity, and integrity.

The historic interest and intangible link of
the pilgrim routes to the character and
relationship to the surrounding historic
fabric.

The significant archaeological value and
potential with a wealth of archaeological
remains adding to the understanding of
the history of the place.

The exceptional interest deriving from the
continuation of historic uses

Fig 6 aboveThe oak coffin made for St Cuthbert in 698

13
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Topographyndsetting Green andlueinfrastructureassets Views
0 Theuniquenes®f the peninsula andiver, 0 Theabundanceand variation in thgreen 0 The wide variatiorand high qualityof

apicturesque natural landscagdeature
through the heart of the city.

o The importance of the topography being
the reason for the original establishment

and growth of thecity and used to 0 Theriverbanks forming a distinctive The dynamic visual relationship between
dramatically emplasisethe power, status, historic environment in its own right, in the WHS and the surrounding townscape
and drama of theCathedraland Castle part derived from its relationship with and peoplé@ experience of this.

0 The river and gorge forming a natural urban development above. The visual quality, drama, and different
barrierseparating thepeninsula and 0 The historic and evidentialalues of the experience of the WHS during the day and
surrounding citywith the higherencircling riverbanks as a designed landscape night.
slopes and ridgesproviding containment. shapeq by different landowners over the T e A e

: . : centuries. . o

o0 Thevaried topographyinfluencing the renowned views of the WHS, inspiring
built form andcharacter fa example by 0 Thehigh visual amenity valuesf the painters, poets, and artists over the
creatingintimate streets,staggered and green spaces in terms of enhancing the centuries.
stepped roofscapesand steep vennels. s‘et'tln__g of‘thAe l?UAI|deg’S, |n’pf;1rt_|_cuIaAr the o 6EAx | & OEA 7(3 DPOI OF/

. L _ OEOAOAAT EO AT A OEA 1 o -

0 The inseparable historic and visual beauty. identity and peopl& image of the place.
relationship and setting contribution to
the other city conservation areas. 0 Thesignificanceof Palace Green, its visual

- function as a piece of landscape design
uniting the Castleand Cathedral
0 The high significance of the rivand

a scenic natural setting to@astleandCathedral

Fig 7 aboveTheriver looping around the béninsula providing

spaces that havsignificanthistoric
interest, community, social and
recreational valueand high visual
amenity value

riverbanksin terms of its natural habitat,
flora and fauna, biodiversity, recreational
value,andits buik development including
the Castlewalls, bridges, and mills.

viewsand the changing visual experiences
they provide. Including designed views
such as those from Prebends Bridge that
have become a symbol of Durham.

Fig 8 aboveThe view north across Palace Green towards the

Castldrom in front of th€athedral

14



Publicrealm
0 Thesurviving medieval framework of

streets, different spaces, vennels, terraced
walks, and routes

o Thetraditional floorscape enhancing the
setting ofthe historic buildings and
adding to the character and appearance of
the historic streetsand spaces.

0 The historic boundary treatments that
reinforce the linear nature and encled
intimate characteras well as defining
building plots.

0 The exceptional value of the market
square, the centre of city life since
medieval timeswhich continues today.

Fig9 above.ie narrow historic

Vv

e
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Other
o Thedifferent ambiances of the pladeom
the vibrant and bustling MarkeRlaceto |
the tranquillity of the riverbanksand the
quiet academic air of the Bailey and The#
College.

o Durham as a place of pilgrimage since .
medieval times and continuing today.

0 The significant intangible value in termsj
PAT DI AGO 1 AITOEAG (i
Cathedralbeing a spiritual, gathering, an P
social place, place of learning and |

worship, and invaluable community

connection

" 0 The cultural significance of the place
' expressed and experiendé¢hrough |4
regulareventsand services. i ik

F|g 10 above. Ffe nave of th€athedralvhere most of the
services are held and a place to reflect on faith and his

15



2.4 Topographyandsetting

The unique topographythe physical form,
featuresand appearance of land surfaces for
example rivers, valleys, hjlt§ Durham City is one
if its most significant features that has shaped its
plan and builform andis a defining characteristic
of its special interest

Durham City lies within the broad valley of the
Wear Lowlands which lies between the low
escarpment of the East Durham Limestone
Plateau and the higher ridges and valleys of the
West Durham Coalfield. In the floor of this gently
undulating lowland vale th®iver Wear carves an
incised meandering course, in places lying deep
within narrow gorges cutting down through the
underlying sandstones and shales, in others
wandering across open floodplains flanked by
steep wooded bluffs.

The topography has had a profound influence on
the evolution of the city and the way that it is
experienced today. The historic core of the city is
focussed on a deeply incised gorge forming a tight
bend in the river which provided a strong
defensive siteand an arresting setting for the
NormanCastleand Cathedral(and earlier Saxon
fortifications). The medevalcity lay on the
peninsula behind its defensive walls, spreading
out across the neck of the peninsutathe north
and onto the opposingiverbanksfrom
Framwellgate and Elvet bridges and up the ridge
to the north-east towards Gilesgate.

Theriver subdivides the city and there is a
complex of ridge lines and hills that encircle and
further separate the urban fornThese are
7TEETTAU (EI1Th -1T010
Windmill Hill, Observatory Hill, Red Hills, Western
Hill, WindyHill, and Beacon HillThey combine

with features such as woodlands of FlasseVand
Wharton Parkparklandat the College of St Hild
and Bede the southern campus, the canopies of
street and garden treedp provide a scenic green
OxAl 146
to the urban area.

The higher ground provides significant views
across the city where th€athedralrises
gloriously into the skyline, with th€astle
displaying Norman strength, the surrounding
townscape subordinate to their dominance.

In views from lower ground within the city the
wider landscape setting is rarely visible, and the
immediate backdrop glimpsed above and
between buildings is formed by the closer high
ground which creates an intimacy of scale and a
sense of enclosure.

The setting of the conservation area is highly
varied.It can generally beescribed agomprising
the surroundinghistorictownscape and landscape
that extends outwardly to the surroundinglls

and ridges that contain the historic core of the
city. It is densairbanof changingcharacter, that
then transitions toasemkrural characterthen

open countrysidéeyond the city limits.

*T Uh

A A A BdeOvisdal cAnkaidnentd O 1
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This creates a range of different appicees,
many historic, that provide different experiences
of both historic and modern character

0O )
Moreoir'laﬁrﬁa?eg)/ aré tﬁeI cllosr(]ely a/sosloga't&e
medieval streets and the romantic setting to the
Cathedraland Castleprovided by the
undeveloped stretch of river, steep forbidding
wooded riverbanks, the surviving stretches of the
Castlewalls, Prebend8ridge,and the view it
govides.

Thewider setting to the area can bgenerally
regarded as the more distant high ground with a
succession of slopes, ridges and hills that provide
either Cathedralviews or are important in the
backdrop.Some wider routes and approaches are
pilgrim routes for example Silent Bank near
Cassop, with the central tower visiblerbles

away, with others more conjectural. These
provide different and evolving experiencestae
historic city coreCathedraland Castlemove in

and out of view with some dramatic reveals giving
a sudden sense of arrivdlhey are also important
in marking the presence of the city in its very
broad townscape and landscape surroundings.
Overa, UPEAAIT T Uh $OOEAI GO
described as bein@owl likedsurrounding the
historic city core with an inner and outer bowl.
The reality is that it is more fragmented with
valleyand countrysideintrusionsthat enhance its
character.

16
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The wider setting of the city and the conservation
area isprovidedin the west by the distant high
groundof BrandonHill, Findon Hill and Charlaw
Fell These are on the edge of the west Durham
Coalfield, a broad landscape separated by river
valleys with a strong westast grain defined by
valleys, woodland, and pasture land, heavily
influenced by coal mining.

In the east and south theteeplimestone
escarpment forms an undulating skyline. The
nearest spurs of Pittington Hill, Sherburn Hill, Old
Cassop and Cassop Vale are often notable
featuresin the backdrop oCathedralviews across
different parts of the city Penshaw Hill is a distant
landmark in the northThe limestone plateau is
characterised by an open agricultural landscape
with medieval settlements, historic farmsteads,
and field patterns.

Fig 11 below Adigital terrain map showing the varied topography
setting with t

of the cityds outer

main surrounding hills identified, with the conservation area
highlighted in red.

he

|l andscape

Durham City
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Fig 12 right Adigital terrain maps showing the varied topog
of the cityfés more i mmedia
and hills identified and the conservation area highlighted in

Within the citycentre theencircling ridges of high
ground form a more immediate and intimate
backdrop tothe historiccore. The peninsula and
the Market Place sibwerthan the ridges to the
east, south and west creating a strong sense of
enclosure This aroof high groundncludesthe
notable hilso7 EET T AU (EIT 1T h -
Hill, Elvet Hill, Windmill Hill, Observatory Hill, Re
Hills, Western Hill, WindHiill, and Beacon Hill.
These providevaried landscapes andntage
points from whichto view the city and its histoci
landmarks and a green backdrop in paf high

aesthetic valueBelow views from Whinney Hill
Observatory HiWindmill Hill, and Wharton Park

Durham City
Draft Conservation AredManagement Plar2026

Key ridge lin




~'fl.\-:

“to the peninsuld@he landform rising
) ‘outwardlyp to the tree coveredcwclmg
\j-}r :rldgesand hills
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A major attribute of the conservation aréa

special interesits the role it plays as an essential
component of thestill legiblemedievaltown plan
The peninsula and riverbanks conservation area
can be regarded as having greaggnificance

than the other Durham City conservation areds
settlement is known to have existed at Durham by
the 10" century, with archaeological evidence of
even earlier occupation of both Elvet and the
peninsula. The peninsula was chosen as the final
resting place for the community of monks
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a naturally defensible sit Later, theCastleand

the Cathedralwere constructedy theNormans

in thelate 11"/ early12" century and the city

grew up beyond the defensiv@astlewalls
between, along, and at the edges of key routes.

Theseven Durham CitZonservationAreas
surroundingthe peninsulaand riverbank®n all
sidesprovideits immediatesetting, and in
succession forna major part of thesettingto
DurhamCastleand CathedralWorld Heritage Site.
Theytherefore contribute to its Outstanding
Universal Value that elevates their collective
significanceThis is demonstrated by the map on
the following page.

This is evidenced and can be understood by the
AEOUBO EEOOI OUN
the framework of the different approaches along
the principal historic streets and other historic

routes, and the different visual connections and

experiences provided moving from place to place.
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The setting provideareasof different urban and
landscape character, with significant kinetic and
sequential views of the historic coreany focused
on theCastleand Cathedra) whichare of high
quality and valueThisincludes sequential
glimpses moving through narrow winding and
hilly streets as th&€€athedraland Castlemove in
and out of view before dramatievealing views
There are places within the conservation areas
where theCathedralcan be seen from elevated
vantage points where it dominates the skyline and
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surrounds. Many views are significant in giving a
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the Castleand Cathedra@ elevation above the
surrounding city, ensuring the legibility of its
medieval formand dominance.

There are many distinctive changesdharacter
moving between the conservation areas that
enhance the experiencef the peninsula and
riverbanks and are important to its character and
setting. For examplemovingalong the riverside
within both Framwellgate and Gilesgate
Conservation Area®wards the peninsula the
experience is one of $0and 2% century urban
townscape with adjacent and background historic
built development the Cathedraltowers seen in
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From Wharton Park in Framwellgate Conservation
Area there are fine expansive views over the
Crossgate area that provide a wide panoramic
view of theCathedraland Castle Such views
contrast with thedistinctly different visual
experiencefrom places such as Old Durham,
whichoffers a splendid revealing view of the
Cathedraland Castlein broader landscape
perspective.

In wider termsjmportant elements of setting
ily derive fronthe historic approachetor
examplefrom through Frank&andPark providing
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experiences of th€athedraltower.

Of significance is th€athedra® impactas a
landmarkin the widerlandscapeof the city that
not only conveys its high status, architectural
marvel, but also in the way it was designied
summon itspilgrimstowards the city and the
shrine of St Cuthbert. The image of ti@athedral
as a far reaching object in the landscape still
remains.

Some places havienportant historic connections
that while not obvious still have value to setting
that goesbeyond visual receptors-or example,

the intangible historic links between théathedral

fhe rivetcogidorRvieva teyyeling abave hetrés 1 | A pri@'}ﬁ estate to places such as the modletreat

canopy and fragmented townscape, its
dominance and drama increasing with movement
south.

at Beaurepaie, Sherburn Hospital first established
by the priory in medieval times, and Finchale
Priory that was an outpost of th€athedral
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Map 5 Setting

The map shows the 7 Durham City
Conservation Areas in combination
and thanner settingf Durhan
CastleandCathedralWorld Heritage

Sitedemonstrating the intrinsic
relationship.

It should be noted that the

World Heritage Site inner setting
boundary is not tightly delineated b
more oO0zoneodo | i

tree coverage, buildings heights, rod

Peninsula and Riverbanks Conservd

areas.

Ordnance Survey LA 100049085~ |

and street patterns detene theCastle
andCathedréls vi si bi | i

The map on the following page sho

Area picked out to give more clarity §
relationship withdtother conservatiorg
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Every care has been taken to ensure the information
contained on this map is correct.
Durham County Council accepts no liability for error
or misinterpretation of the information shown on this map.
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