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1. Introduction




1.1 What is aconservationarea?

The statutory definition of a conservation area, as
defined in the primary legislation, the Planning
(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
is:

Ot AOAA
or historic interest the character
or appearance of which it is
AAOEOAAIT A Ol

In determining the above therareno specific set
criteria upon which an area is designatéglt there
are several key elements that are generally
considered. Thseinclude the topography and
landscape, building ages and architectural styles,
the materials used and detailingtreet patterns
and grain landusesthe public realm, green
spaces, boundary treatments, and views.

The extent to which buildings and structures
contribute generally derives from their frontages
onto the street that is most experienced in the
public domain. But in many places the sides and
rears of buildings and streets can also be viewed,
particularly n Durham City where many buildings
and areas can be seen three dimensionally. This is
due to how the buildings have developed in
response to the landform and how the city has
evolved over the centuries, spreading out in all
directions from the peninsula.

I /£ OP A A EGreen spaces are in abundance in Durham City,/&nf

PDOAC(
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Spaces can contribute very positively, connecting
buildings and places, dictating movement, and
creatinginteractions These range from kegpen
historic d@vic spaces such as Durham Market Place, https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/secti
to the contemporary Millennium Square, intimate on/69gives the Local Planning Authority (LPA)
medieval streets, narrow historic vennels and green certain statutory and general duties:

lanes, and the riverside footpaths.

The designation of a conservation area under the
Town and County Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990

1 s69(1)requires the LPA to designate from
time to time any areas which they consider
to be of special architectural or historic
interest as conservation areas,

they contribute significantly to its special character,
distinctiveness, and sense of place. They vary

greatly in type, use and extent, ranging from large

areas of dense ancient woodland, local naturg A = 1
reseves, community allotment gardens, public

parks, private front gardens in the streetscene,

roadside verges, the riverbanks, and street trees. f

s69(2)requires the LPA to review such
designations from time to time.

s71(1yequires the LPA to formulate,
prepare and publish proposals for the
preservation and enhancement of its
conservation areas from time to time.

Such green assets and the wider surrounding

landscape have high scenic and aesthetic qualities

that enhance the setting of buildings, streets,

spaces, and the city as a whohdl of the above, T
and the varying topography, create and pide

different visual experiences, and ambiances, with

notable historic landmarks featuring in a range of

different views.

s72(1yequires that when assessing
applications for development in
conservation areas, the LPA must pay
special regard to the desirability of
preserving or enhancing the character or
appearance of the conservation areas.


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/69
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1990/9/section/69
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1.2 What is the purpose of this The documents should beead in combination, the Fig 1 belowTheconservation area has an interesting and distinctive
is3l purpose of the Strategic Context document is to; mixture of historimuildings of different wse20t century
apprails purposéuilt collegbuildingsvith their own distinctive architectural

I Setout the approachto the protection of style.
The key objective of this character appraisal is to GKS OAGeQa aSLIOALFE I - dzNJ- £ % R 2 NA O
define, and provide an understanding, of the interestand how this canleliverother w,ﬁ o ol
special interest of Durham City Crossgate positiveplacemakingputcomes. ¥
Conservation Area. It identifies and evaluates the
different elements and features and how they {1 Set out aroverview of the city in terms of
contribute to the ar@® distinctiveness, sense of its special interest, historic timeline,
place, character, and appearance, which justifies its topography & landscape context.
designation. It then identifies the issues, problems,
and potential threats the conservation area faces, I Provide an understanding of theeven
and the opportunities, that assist to inform the individual conservation areatheir inter-
management aims ath action set out in the relationships and how in combination they
overarching management strategy document. inform the overall heritage significance of

Durham City

This appraisal will be an important tool and
evidence base to inform the ar@ongoing 91 Provide arunderstanding ofthe process
management to ensure its special architectural and and methodology that has been carried
historic interest is conserved and where possible out.

enhanced moving forwards. It has been prepared in

AAAT OAAT AA x E OEAdicE@i1L,OEA ¢ Setouthow theDurham City Gnservation

Conservation Area, Appraisal, Designation and Areahas evolovedrom its original

Management2ndedition. 2019. designation in 196&hroughto its
subdivision to sevenonservation areas.

The appraisals form part 2 of the Durham City q

Conservation Area Management Plan (CAMP). Part

1 is the Durham City Strategic Context document,

and part 3 the Management Strategy. 1 Set out how the CAMP documents work,
and how they sit alongside other strategies
and plans that are in place and emerging.

Set out the justificationfor the designation
of the seven new conservation arga



Together the conservation area characegspraisal
and wider management strategy will:

AHelp decision makers to be able to assess the
impact of new development proposals and
change upon the ard@ special interest,
character, and appearance.

AProvide a detailed understanding of the af®a
special interest that can be used to inform future
planning decisions.

Aldentify positive features to be preserved, and
negative features to be improved.

Aldentify potential future risks to the aréaspecial
interest and character so that they can be
avoided.

A Offer solutions to the issues and potential risks
through the management aims and actions.

Aldentify positive opportunities for change and
improvements.

ASupport the delivery of good design and assist in
the preparation and implementation of
enhancement and regeneration opportunities
when they arise.

Fig 2 below. fieopen forecournd fine landscape grounds at St
Man@ Collegthat provide a very fitting setting to the high
architectural quality of the main Ferguson Building.

-
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2. Overview
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2.1 Locationand dascription The conservation area boundary in the north In the west it follows the curving route of Potters
follows the historic route of Quarryheads Lane, Bank, the rear plots of the #Qcentury housing at

Durham City is one of the most historic cities in the with the east side informed by the A177/South Road (,:hevall,ier\ C,oqrt,fqllowed bxthe tre’e._be,ItA o o
between the Stockton Road junction in the north OAPAOAOET C 30 thé&fdclty 6 0 #1 1

UK founded in the I0century with its core on the
peninsula, crowned by the castle and cathedral,
and bounded by the River Wear. It has always been,
and continues to be, a place of change and growth.
It is centrally located within County Durham and is
well connected to manytgategic road and rail
routes, including the A1(M), and the east coast
mainline. Within the city, radiating out from the
peninsula is a network of streets, roads, and
different routes spreading wider afield to connect
the city with the surrounding villages.

up to the Botanic Gardens access point in the buildings at Mill Hill LaneThe south boundary

south. follows the path of Mill Hill Lane for a short
distance then the perimeter of Van Mildert College
back to the main road.

Fig 3 belowThe buildings of the Hill Colleger® designed to

embrace the distinctive landscape retainistpricieafy

parkland characteombined wittlesignedpen amenitgnd

communadpace as demonstrated.at St Aidands College bel ow

Durham CityHill CollegegConservation Area
occupies the southern part of the city across the
River Wear from the Durham PenirauThe ara
comprises oSt Man® College, StA@ 8 O # 1 1 1
Van Mildert College, and Trevelyan Collegih a
limited number of 19 century buildings of
different usesand character, and some late 20
and 2% century developments.

Durham University is collegiate in structure divided
into seventeencolleges in total with two main
groups; the Bailey Colleges located on the Durham
Peninsuda around the cathedral andrhat have
become known collectively ake (Hill Colleges,
These have beedeveloped on purposéuilt sites

in the 20th centurycentred aroundVNind Mill and
Elvet Hill.More recent college development has
taken place into the 21st century to the south of
Elvet Hill.




Map 1 Location plans
A location plan of Durham City highlighted in the wider
county conteginset rightynd anaerial map showing

Hill CollegeSonservation Area in the wider city centre
settlement context .
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2.2 The conservation area boundary

An important part of the appraisal process is to

provide an understanding as to how the boundary
to the conservation area has been drawn, what is

included and excluded, and why certain physical
features have been used to define it. The
following provides dist of the key points that
have informed theDurhamCity Hill Colleges
Conservation Area boundary identification
process:

A A separateconservationarea forthe
Durham CityHill Collegess appropriate
and meaningfubiven the uniqueness and
architecturaldistinctiveness of thisrea
compared to the resbf the historic city
core.

A The boundary isational, generated by the
southern campus in complete ownership
by the University, same land uses)d the
historic street pattern that frames.

A In the north the boundary is drawn up to

the edge of Quarryheads Lane to capture

the main access point to St Masy
College, and Bow Schotilat has historic
interestand is @ importantpart of the
college® setting

A Thewest boundary excludes Durham

University BusinesSchoo| while the
south boundaryexcludeslohn Snow
College, South College, Collingwood
College,and those beyondThesewere
assessed as having insufficient
architectural qualityto justify
conservationareastatus.

Grey College is not included as its
identified significance does not lie in the
site@ architectural interest, character, or
appearance but in its social/educational
history, its setting anctathedral view
protected by the world heritage sif®
setting.

DurhamUniversity Science Pargite is
excluded as this does not have the depth
of age or quality, developing piecemeal
where older buildings are mixed with
modernof limited quality,hence of

limited character.

Modern buildingssuch as Teikyo
University of Japamnd theOriental
Museum,are included based on
rationalising the boundary, but are néeal
in contribution.

Durham City
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A Architecturally, the main college buildings

are individually designed and distinctive
but follow similar themes.

A The individual college sites are related by

land use and their relationship as part of

programme.

A The public realniswell connected with
designed axial linkages.

Theconclusion is that th®urham CityHill
CollegesConservationAreaboundary is logically
informed by the topography,street pattern,
historic landscapelementsandbuilt form of high
architectural qualitythat contrasts with the
ancient city coreThese combine to create a
unique place oérchitecturaland historicinterest,
distinctivenessandindividualcharacterwith
unifying themesto merit designationwhich
deserves careful managnent tobe preserved or
enhancedfor this and the future generations.

The significance of theonservation area
architecturally and in landscape terms is
acknowledgedby Martin Roberts in his bod® he
Buildings and Landscapes of Durlag2913)

oDurham University
the City of Durham over the past 180 years.
The university has done great good here, and
the richness of what it inherited and has
conserved, and the beauty of what it built and
newly |l andscaped, i s

has

t

c h

S



Map 2 Conservation area boundary
A detailed map of the conservation area bou
(red) with the main streets identified.

4. South road 5. St Ai
College 7.Trevelyan College 8.SENaiiege
9.Bow School
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Map 3 Conservation area boundary

(aerial map)

The aerial map shows the boundary in detail and
distinction between the urban and natural
environments with the surrounding city faded out
give greater clarity.

D Conservation Area

Every care has been taken to ensure the information
contained on this map is correct.

Durham County Council accepts no liability for error

or misinterpretation of the information shown on this map
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2.3Summay of specialinterest Historicand evidentialinterest. o _Communityandintangibles
o 3ECI EAEAAI O DAOO- | &£ OE/o Thereis high significance in the life of the
Architecturalnterest war expansion programme, representing a student communities at the colleges and
A T R ————— z?fﬁglgig’lase in the historaevelopment Lr;;:)or:/lldmg workplaces for the wider
quality of individually designed purpose
built colleges by welknown national and 0 The surviving remnants of the historic o The importance in terms of the collective
locally important architects. landscape associated with Elvet Hill Hall memories of college and university life for
0 Bold moderniststyles of different estate. students and staff.
compositions, with inventive detailing, 0 The conserved and legible historic layout o The importance of the colleges as part of
seen as innovativat the time. of Quarryheads Lane, South Road, Potters the historic and internationally renowned

Bank, Elvet Hill Road, and Mill Hill Lane. Durham University.

A

o Original designs completeness with later
additionsaddingarchitectural interest 0 The surviving 19century buildings of
different form, use and character.

o0 Consistent theme of buildings designed to

embrace the unique topography, 0 The historic value of St Cuthbést

landscape features and setting, with Cemetery that contains tombs to the

designed sightlines ahe cathedral. great and good, academics, and Scottish
soldiers.

0 Architecturally the buildings are unlike
anything else in the city providing a
unigue collection of innovative 20
century development.

iabove. A main block at Van Mildert N
facing the water feature. Fig 5 above. A ¥9century former private house.

coll egeds privat

11



Topographynd tting
o Thedistinctive and varied topography,
with the Elvet Hill site specifically chosen
for its unique topography and openness.

0 The landscape setting contribution to the
other city conservation areas and the
inner settingof Durham Castle and
Cathedral Vérld Heritage Site.

0 The significant views the landscape
affords across Durham City.

0 The combination of the are® position,
topography, and surrounding landscape
features including Great High Wood, Little
High Wood and Windmill Hill Plantation
informing the high quality setting to the
colleges campus sites and woodland
backdrop to the wider city.

0 The sense of containment and individual
identity of the college sites informed by
the topography and landscape setting.

Fig 7 above. An open grounds and trees at Bow School

Green andlueinfrastructureassets

o

Durham City
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Views
0 The designed visual relationship between

the colleges and thpeninsula providing
spectacular viewof the cathedral from
elevated ground. These are of importan
to the college siteand the setting of
DurhamCastle and Cathedr@orld
Heritage Site.

The abundance of greenery andriation
in type, spatial scales and unifying leafy
parkland character of high aesthetic value

The cantrast of the openness within the
college campus sites and enclosure
provided by surrounding trees and
woodland.

0 The high value of the unfolding views
approaching the colleges giving a visual
appreciation and understanding of their
architectural style and quality.

4EA AOAAGO ET OOET OEA Al
the landscape setting to the city centre,

and the green corridor approaches it

provides.

Thehigh value of the groups of trees,
smaller pockets of woodland, hedgerows
lining boundaries, and open green spaces
as part of the original college designs.

The uniqueness of Van Mildert College
where the vision was to createramantic
landscape withthe lake agts centrepiece
and the college buildings laidut around
it.

The overall parkland character testifying
to the areds historic roots.

Fg 8 abo. A view of the cathedral from the hill next to St
Maryds Coll ege.

12
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Publicrealm
o Thehigh emphasis placed on the site
layouts as part of the original designs with
buildings designed to embrace and
enclose space.

0 The high quality of the spaces often set on
different levels, and connections around
and between the college campus sites.

0 The spaces are enhanced by the careful
placement of ornamental features and
public art pieces adding interest.

0 The many different routethat spread
throughout the area and the changing
experiences they provide, for example at
Van Mildert College lakeside paths
designed to take natural lines snaking
away from the college to South Road,
contrasting with the open hardscape
forecourt, tree lined avenuet&t Marys,
and the steep steps up Windy Hill to St
|l EAAT 80 #7111 ACAS8

Fig 9 above A selection of images showffeyeht areas of

public realm within the conservation area Van Mildert College, St
Man@ College, adlirham University Teaching and Learning
Centredisplacing the parkland character.

13



2.4 Topographyandsetting

The unique topographythe physical form,
featuresand appearance of land surfaces for
example rivers, valleys, hjlt§ Durham City is one
if its most significant features that has shaped its
plan and builform andis a defining characteristic
of its special interesaind sense of place.

Durham Citylies within a wide belt of coal

measure in a broad valley at the confluence of two
rivers, the RiveBrowney,and the River Wear. In
the Ice Age, glacial deposits of sands and gravels
were left and choked the river vallejoavoid the
buried river valley, the river cut into solid rock and
created a narrow steep sided gorge, resulting in
the dramatic meander around thgeninsula.

The historic core of the city is focussed on this
deeply incised gorge forming a tight bend in the
river which provided a strong defensive site and
an arresting setting for the Norman castle and
cathedral. The medieval city lay on the peninsula
behind itsdefensive walls, spreading out across
the neck of the peninsula and onto the opposing
riverbanks from Framwellgate and ENBtidges
and up the ridge to the norteast towards
Gilesgate.

Durham City
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South of the peninsuléhe topography isvaried
with the individual collegerelativelyflat but set
on higher groundat variable altitudesThe
landscape is a mixture of surviving historic
parkland,and theancient hilly woodland and
ridges of Great High WoqdLittle High Wood
(T11ET OEAA 711 AThesé A
woodlands provideontainment to the urban
core,and bothanimmediateand broadeiscenic
green backdrogo the city, and there arenature
trees and hedgerows scattered across the area.

"] AES

The landscape has historically been valued for the
openness and leafiness it contributes to the
approaches to the city along the A167, Potters
Bank, andhe A1773outh Road. It is of historical
interest, associated with Mount Oswald, Elvet Hill
and Oswald Houseountryestates. This
landscapepenetratesOEA EAAOO 1T £ O
form creating a green settintp its buildings that

isof highaestheticvalue.

M-

The 20" century resulted inareas of farmland and
historic parkland on the northerreastern,and
southern approaches to the city developed in a
very open form. In the south the Hill Colleges and
various teaching buildings of the University
developed in open campuses creating a gradual
leafy transition with the surrounding countryside.
Despite thedensity of urban form, it still has a
high urban tree canopy cover which contributes
significantly to thecharacterof the placeandthe
quality of views.

Fig 10 aboveExamples of the leafy parkland character
experienced across the Hill Colleges Conservatishiéhiess

a very high urban tree canopy cover contributing positively to its
character and sense of place.

14
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One significant reason for the development of the Fig 11 belowA digital terrain map showing the varied topography
collegeson Windy Hill ancElvet Hill wasecause of Durham Citgnd the main ridge and hill lis@sounding the
of OE A Alrﬁlqéeétcfp@raphy and openness historic urban coseiththe conservation area highlighted in red

for context.

The individual colleges were designed to embrace
thelandscapex EOE 30 - AOUBO AAE
OEAx 1T &£ OEA AAOEAAOAI h A
from the library,maintaining a visuakonnection

Theimmediate setting of Durham CityHill
Colleges Conservation Area vasieom place to
place In the north it is informed by the suburban
street of Quarryheads Lane with the peninsula
woodland providing a green backdrop. In the east
it isdominated by thehighly variedand large
scaledpiecemeal(" and 2% century
developmentonthe Durham University Science
Park Site. In thevestPotters Bank is senmural in
character that changes to an area of densé' 20
century residential developmenip to the AB7. In
the south are further colleges then the former
mid-Victorian parkland overlaid by the 20
century botanic gardens, and the surviving™9
century estate of Mount Oswald including
parkland, pleasure grounds and roadside
woodland.

15



Map 4 Setting

The map shows the 7 Durham City Conservat
Areas in combinatiand theboundarpf Durham
Castle and Cathedral World Heritage Site, and
inner setting. Thidemonstrates the intrinsic
relationship. It should be noted that the World
Heritage Site setting boundary is not tightly

This includes the change in character from the
modern college campus and enclosed green
corridor approachespening to thehistoric city
centre in the form of Victorian/Edwardian terraced
housing lining the roadsidd-urther the preserved
historic parkland and landscape provides a sense
of how historic approaches into the city would

Durham City
Draft Conservation AredManagement Plar2025

delineated but i s mo
the topography, tree coverage, buildings
heights, road, and street patterns

determine chedral visibility.

The inner setting is loosely defined as the ridg
hill tops surrounding the historic core of the cit
which the World Heritage Site sits and contain
more significant views of the castle and
cathedral.

Animportant attribute of the significance ahe
Durham CityHill CollegeConservation Area is
the important role is plays as padf the wider
city. It hasintrinsicgroup value with theother
conservationareasin Durham Citywhichform a
major part of thesetting of Durham Castle and
CathedralWorld Heritage Site.

The conservation areeontributespositivelyin
terms of the significant views it provides of the
cathedral marking theuniversitU éh@ne on the
peninsulathe framework of the different
approaches along the principle historic streets an
other historic routes, and the different visual
experiences they provide.

have been experienced.

~ Conservation Area

D Crossgate

D Elvet

| D Framwellgate
3 D Gilesgate

_\‘, . = D Hill Colleges Durham
=) B ,\D Old Durham

. D Peninsula

1 D World Heritage Site Inner
\ Setting

. D World Heritage Site
.8 e X

#" | Every care has been taken to ensure the information
contained on this map is correct

)

Durham County Council accepts no liability for error
or misinterpretation of the information shown on this map.

22/04/2025
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Thesplendidlesignedanoramiwiew of

Durham Cathedrakenfrom the highe
ground at SiTheimestba
escarpmergrovideghe distant skyline

with he cathedral a majestkylindocal

point in its broad landscape setbieter
revealed in th@intermonths.




2.5 Historic development

Fig 12 below.A series othistoric ordnance survey maps
follows from 1860 to 1979.

Durham University wakegallyestablished in 1832
and is the third oldest university in Englaniti
opened in 1833 with 19 schad@and 18 studentdt
continuedto grow significantlywith new colleges
founded and an ever increasing number of
students After WWII the university expanded
rapidly believing that growth was essential and
that more accommodation was the necessary first
step.New collegesverealsoneededto meet the
number of new university places that the

Government wished to creaté OOE AT 8§ O OA (

was to propose new colleges on land it owned to
the south of thepeninsula on which there was no
room for largescaled expansion

OS map ¢.1856 (right}he detailed 1 edition
Ordnance Surveyecordsthat the conservation
area consisted abpenfarmland, plantationsand
the historiccounty houseestateof Elvet Hallwith

a scattering of smaller scale buildings such as
Elvet Villa, The Shepherds Inemd St Cuthberts
Cottage The arais dominated by landscape with
the street pattern of Mill Hill Lane, Elvet Hill Road,
and South Road depicted as seen todkyalso
shows St Cuthbe Cemeteryand cottage in the
north east corner of the Elvet Hall estate.

Durham City
Draft Conservation Area Management Plan 2025
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The area remained largely aundevelopedopen ‘ '/ > o= v
form upuntil the mid 20" century. The 3 edition ,”‘) %
Ordnance Surveynap of c1923(right) records 4\ Bellasis

only limited changesBow Schools established in
the north corner of the conservation area and the
detached property of High Close in the southeast
near to Oswald House.

St Man Collegebecame thefirst of the
Univer€E OUA® O(EI T #1111 ACAQ
Construction began in 1947 wth the lower north
block added later in the 1960#\ further planned
increase in student numberssulted in the
construction ofSt Aidar® Collegein 1964, Van
Mildert Collegein 1965, and TrevelyaBollegein
1967.Some linted residential development ab
appeared at this time on Quarryheatlane.

There was further development at the different
college sites during the mid and later parts of the
20" century with the Williamson Building
condructed at St Man Collegealong with four
new gaff houses and later extension blockst St

| E A Cbliégédetached staff accommodation, a
Principal®house, and extenstions were added,
and finallythe Lindisfarne Centre in 1993. At
TrevelyanCollegea hall library and
accommodation blocksvere later additions,
whilst Van MildertCollegewas exendedover two
phases towards Elvet Hill Road.

19



OS map ¢.B60-69 records the introductiorof the
first new college of St Ma, andthe residential
dwellings lining Quarryheads Lane

OS map ¢.197679 showsthe original Hill Colleges
with the Williamson Building added on lower
ground in the north from the main building at St

MaryQ.

Durham City
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2.6 Heritageassets

Durham CityHill CollegegConservation Area, a
designated heritage asset in its own right,
contains a nmber ofindividual heritage assets
that create its historic identity and distinctiveness
making an invaluable positive contribution to the
conservation areaThe designated and nen
designated heritage assets within the
conservation area are identified on the following

page

Fig 12 aboveThe grade Il listed former coach house, saddle
room, byréyayloft and hen huse of ¢.1868 recently restored.

Definition of heritage assets

Scheduled monuments
Archaeological sites and monuments which meet
the test of national importance may be scheduled.

Listed buildings

These are bildings and structures defined by the
3AAOAOGAOQU
architectural or historic intere$t @nd of

importance on a national scal&rade Ibuildings
are of exceptional interest, (only ¢.2.5% of listed
buildings)

Grade II*buildings are particularly important
buildings of more than special interest; (c.5.8% of
listed buildings)

Grade llbuildings are of special interest; (c.91.7%
of all listed buildings)

Non-designated heritage assetNDHAs)and
Locally Listed assets

These are buildings, monuments, sites, places,
areas,or landscapes identified as having a degree
of significance meriting consideration in planning
decisions because of their heritage interest but
which do not meet the criteria for listing.

i £ 30A0A AO AA

Durham City
Draft Conservation AredManagement Plar2025

Fig 13 belav. The characterful Elvet Hill Cottage diatingthe
19th century and a natesignated heritage asset, biblewrts
and Crafts style Chorister School building facing Quarryheads Lane.
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Map 5 Designated heritage assets
The map identifies the designaésiage assets wit
the conservation area

Listed buildings can be searched, and other
information found, on the National Heritage List
which includes listed buildings and other statutory
designations at:

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the -list/

Listed Buildingsg, "1 x730 #OOEAAOOBO #i
Laboratory and adjacent gate piers (GRII) and School of
Oriental Studies (GR))

Grade II* ‘

B Grade Il

“¢" I Scheduled Monument

Every care has been taken to ensure the information
contained on this map is correct

Durham County Council accepts no liability for error
shown on this map.

05/03/2025

L y @‘/ 74
rights 2ozsw ™ éﬁ T o /Y AL 300 Metres
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Map 6 NDHAs
The map identifies tN®HAsdentifiedvithin the H
conservation area. 1 %j

0\
=g [:1_:)_"':‘
The process setting out how the natesignated A
heritage assetsvereidentified can be foundvithin -~ [~5

the Strategic Context document. It should be noted [~ /|

- =
OEAO OFE &esubf¢t to 6h@nge with further /75;1 =t X
identification. The omission of a particular building, |-~ <
structure, or feature, at this time should not be FJ ?{? &5 P
taken as an assumption that is it not a NDHA. i “ﬁfi o ff i
BT M SN

Locally listed:3 O | EAAT 806 #1111 ACAR 6ALT - El AAOG [#i
Trevelyan College, St Marys College. 11} Or e h AR |

R e S ==

NDHAs7 EAAT #0171 060 3A0I POOOA 3O[LEAATTO

Cuthberis Cemetery (or Bow Cemetery),Elvet Hill Cottage, é; % 0 1
Elvet Garth, lamp posts main avenue St Margollege, Bow o o =
School, former Toll House South Road. ;T‘.JPQ ..:%% AL U
==Salll | i mR
Locally listed / NDHAson the periphery of the boundary and FEROR\G \ =

within the conservation areassetting (included for context): =
Physics Building Lower Mountjoysrey College, Department [ E
of GeographyScience Park, Dawson Building Science Park, Bill
Bryson Library Science Park, Cry for Justice Sculpture Scienc
Park, British Isles Floor Sculpture, Fountains Hall, Botanic
Gardens.

:] Conservation Area

[Every care has beea taken 1o ensure the information

| contained on this map is correct

7.1 Durham County Council accepts no liabity for error

or misinterpretation of the information shown on this map.

Aacy @ Locally listed
54 O NDHA (building)
: D NDHA (grouping)

= Z
%\3%) \?J

05/03/2025

ance Survey. LA 100049055 { \ ,.) 2 0 i sl
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2.7 Townscape) positivecontributors Eill Map 7 Positive contributors ‘ 2 i (AT i N

8\l The map identifies thesitive contribut y v L OO B S

. identifiedvithin the conservation area
There aremanyother buildingsof low to moderate

significancewhich make a positive contribution to
the area® character and appearance but do not
meet enough selection criteria to b@assified as
non-designated heritage asset#t is important that
suchpositive contributors are identified separately,
as such buildings still help to shape the dsea =
characte, identity, and sense of place. It should be -
noted that this is not a definitive listhe omission
of any particular building, structure, or feature, \
should not be automatically taken to imply that it is [
of no interest. \

Positive contributors: Durham School Building /
Chorister School (No 22 Quarryheads Lane), surviving
section of 19 century walled garden boundary, Nos51
South Road.

Py @ Positive contributor
oAl (building/structure)

{ Every care has been taken 1o ensure the information

| contained on this map is correct

7 Dutham County Council accepts no liabiity for error
or misinterpretation of the information shown on this map

SERAZIER
S e\ T v p2 s e 7 \ :
ol g o w = L AN = ~//} ”
crown-Copyright.and database rights 2025° ™7~ & (£0. ! BB\ County Cour
rdnance.Survey.LA 100049055 ) \};), b o/ AP A S00 Méires vl os032025
L O Er el A\ Z r + L1 t * + 1 [ . 0
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2.8 Landscape, greaandblue
infrastructure assets

Green infrastructuréGl)is the term used to
describe the network of natural features within
both urban and rurahreas They are nojust
limited to green spaces in the traditional sense
such as public parks but can be a variety of types
uses, different spatiadcales and charactéhat
thread nature into theurban environment Such
greenassetscancontribute significantly to the
areas special character, visual quality and to the
setting of its streets, spaces, amaildings.As well
as enhancingpiodiversity,generallyimproving the
quality of the enwronmenthelplng with climate

change mitigatiolm AT A DAT Bl A8 O OASI ey

wellbeing.

Two categories of green infrastructure assé@ve
been established as part of the CAMMeETfirst is
the broad range that includesommon features
such \erges, roundabouts with soft landscaping,
general green amenity spacesports pitches,
street trees, play spaces and private gardens
visible in the streetscem The second category are
the more significabhgreen spacethat haveadded
historic, evidential,communal, social, and
aestheticvalues

Although identified as an urban landscape, the
original design theme of the college campsites
was to embrace the unique topography,
openness, and landscape features and as a result
the area boass a high volume of Gl assets

At a broader level thyincludethe trees,
hawthorn hedgerowsand scrub vegetation
bounding thecarriageways and footwayS hese
features often combine t@rovide containment
andanintimate feeling withthe college sites.
Along South Road and Potters Bank such features
combined with embankmentsreategreen
corridor approaches into/out of the city centre.
There are street trees, open green amenity
spaces, anareas of plantingwhichadd positively
to the aestheticquality of the place

Part of the conservation area aloribe east side

of PottersBankOD O1 30 ! EABAD 6 O

Collegedsdesignatdas part ofan Area ofHigher

Landscapevalue. This is defined as an area which

idere be of high landscape quality with
strong distinctive characteristics that nkathem

particularly sensitive to development.

TheGlassets of highr significance includé&t.
Cuthberts Cemeterycontainingmature mixed
woodlandand meadow, he original designed
landscaped grounds of thmain Hill Colleges,
some by welknown landscape architects,
Windmill Hill and plantation, anthe grounds at
Bow Schoal

The grounds of The Institute for Middle East and
Islamic Studies building are also notajtliee
buildingembraces the landscape sensitiveljth
the siteenhancedby soft landscape design
includingnew woodlandandstructure plantingto
visuallysoften theintroduction of the large
building.

While not contained within the conservation area
boundary areas of dense ancient and secondary
woodland at Great High Wood and Little High
Wood play a significant role in the setting of the
conservation area and inform part of the

Anvoolillan® Backdrdp@dthdistoric core of the city
contributing significantly to the quality of views.
Additionally, in parts the woodland plays a vital
function in screening surrounding modern
developments.

In terms of blue infastructure this relates to the
lake at Van MilderCollegeand ponds found at St
Il EAAT 30 AT A 4 ohkcBdud UAT
different naturalfeatures ofinterest, which
enhance the setting of the respective buildings.

25

# 1



Fig 14 right.An @rial vievidentifyinghe green
and blue infastructure assied$ contribute
positivelwithin the conservation area.

Map Key

0ld Enclosure (Area High Landscape Value)

Woodland (setting contribution/Area of
High Landscape Value)

Parkland/Trees

Designed open green amenity spaces

Green corridor
Churchyard

. Playing fields

Water feature

Durham City
Conservation Area MagementPlan 205
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Fig 15 belowExamples of green spaces within the conservation
areathegrounds at St Ma@)yColleg&/an Mildert College,
Trevelyan Colledll Hill Laneand South Road.




2.9 Landmarksyiewsandvistas

Durham is a cityenowned for itsviews, where the
topography, historic development, and layout
combine to generate a high number of important
and evolving viewshat contribute significantly to
its special character and how this is experienced.
Views can beequential static, or dynamic, they
may be short or long range, glimpses between or
above buildings, or panoramads referenced
previously, thesite forthe Universtyd sbuthern
campuswaschosenin partto take advantage of
the higher ground and its opennesséaploit

views of DurhanCathedral Added to this are the
close quarteriews of the architecturally
distinctive college buildingghat define this
conservation ared special interest

Key views are identified in detail in Part B.
Map Key

1.View north of Van Mildert College

2.View east of Trevelyan College

3. View north eastwards of Durham Cathedral.

I8 6EAx O1 OOExAOGO T &£ 30
5.Emerging view of St Mady College.

6. Middle distance view north from St MasyCollege
main forecourt of Durham Cathedral.

7. View northrfom hill south side of Potters Bank

8. Cathedral view along South Road.

Landmark A-Durham Cathedral

1a view where the focal point draws in with movement
and is not at first always apparent

Map 8 View/vantage point map

The map identifi@sselection of important
views/vantage points. Excls$ionld not be seen t
others do not contribute positively to the charact
appearance of the conservation area.

Durham City

Conservation Area MagementPlan 205

E

Durham Archery Tennis

Club

Durham School

v College

AAT 80 #111ACA

The Chonster School

Playin

lds

Littie High Wood

Durham University
Upper Mountjoy Site
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2.10 Movementactivity and
aimosphere

The Hill Colleges are set around a conserved and
legible historidayout. This layout and the
experiences it provides is fundamental to the
special interest of the conservation areghe 19’
century pattern is informed by the historic routes
of Quarryheads Lanesouth Road, Potters Bank,
Elvet Hill Road, and Mill Hilane These provide
the main traffic and pedestrian routes, with
Potters Bank and South Road key gateways and
approaches intagut fromthe city centre. These
are also the main bus routes withthe
conservation areavith the park and ride facility a
short walkawayin the south.

Pedestrians can enter the college sites and
buildings from different routes and there are
deliberately designed routes between the
separatecolleges. The most appealing are the
tree lined avenue approach tbe Ferguson
BuildngAO 3 08
OEA OOADPO OB 7EIT Bdlagé |
andthe windinglakeside paths around the front of
Van MildertCollege Some routes are however via
steps or steep gradients that may be difficult for
some people.

- A De)sieép climb upl A C

iglg 16 right Example of differembutesalong Mill Hill Lane and g..
( El

Durham City
Conservation Area MagementPlan 205

There areother pedestrian routes linking the

campusto the other colége sites in the south, the
university science site and city centre in the north
the science park in the egsind the city centre |

Given the predominangducational and
accommaodation landisesand wider connections
the area can be very busy andisywith traffic
along the main east and west routes, and with
high student footfall.In contrast within the 2
college sites, vehicular movement is limited, with
a focus on a pedestrian friendly environment, and
overall, the conservation area is a highly
permeable place offering a pleasant walking
experience.

The individual sites haa quiet academic
atmosphere and feeling of community. Theage
alsodesigned outdoor spaces that encourage

people to stop and interact that strengthens the § .
sense of community and encourages activity, butﬁ
equally can provide a place of quiet retreat. i

steepAcllmb up to St
30 EAAT 60
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Map 9 Movement map
The map identifilse main movement framewor
and key points within the conservation aréa ang

surrounding environment.

Key to map

Durham City
Conservation Area MagementPlan 205
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