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Sites in and around the county with connections to the law and order theme 
 

Number Title Location on map Description  
1 Guildhall Market Place Bailiff collected Bishops fees here in 13th Century.  The 

Guildhall had prison cells until 1848 and had a court room until 
1964 
 

2 Great North Gate Goal Saddler Street (halfway up 
between Hatters and The 
Georgian Window shops) 
 

The original city wall’s Great North Gate was a Gaol until 1421  

3 Owengate Now the University Law 
Department 

Halmote Court Buildings was the Bishop’s manorial court 1850 
dealing with small misdemeanours, debts and copyhold land 
transfer until 1952. The building also used by Durham Court 
Chancery until 1971, one of the last remnants of the palatinate 
powers enjoyed by the bishops. 
 

4 Palatinate Assize Court Palace Green, now University 
Library 
 

Site of the Palatinate Assize Court 1588-1822 
 

5 Windy Gap The gap from Palace Green 
which runs down to the riverbank 
 

Burial place of Scottish Prisoners after the Battle of Dunbar 
1650 

6 Broken Walls  
 

 Monastery Wall window to monastic prison or lying house 
 

7 The College Toilet block, Palace Green Originally monastic stable, prison and master of Infirmary’s 
offices. Spiral staircase leads down to basement prison 
 

8 Durham Cathedral 
Cloisters/Undercroft 
 

 East Range. Undercroft and prison remain from Walcher’s 
construction 
 
Chapter House – Door in south wall of chapter house led to 
prison for minor offences, with two small cells to the South 
which were under the stairs of the original dormitory 
 

9 The Cathedral 
 

Durham Cathedral Was used as a prison camp to imprison 3,000 Scottish 
prisoners in 1650 by Oliver Cromwell. The Sanctuary Chamber 
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below night stairs from dormitory. Sanctuary allowed claims for 
immunity for 37 days from secular law. The original Sanctuary 
Knocker is 12th Century 
 

10 Assize Courts and Gaol Now Crown Courts Assize Courts 1809 Goal 1815, prison extended between 1868 
and 1876. 
 

11 Old Prison Green Outside current courthouse Public executions took place on the prison green from 1816-
1865. House on old Elvet said to have cast iron balcony 
installed to provide a grandstand view. Today’s court façade 
includes put-log holes for execution scaffolding 
 

12 House of Correction Evet Bridge under the bridge 
arches near the Boat House 

House of Correction 1632-1819, a minor prison for vagrants, 
prisoners on remand for misdemeanours, Jimmy Allen, the 
Gypsy Piper connection 
 

13 Court Inn on Court Lane 
 

Today’s Court Inn and Coury 
Lane 
 

Popular hostelry for prison officers 
 

14 Tythne Barn Prison 
Officers Club 
 

As today, Tythe Barn/Prison 
Officers Club 

Prison Officers Club 

15 Original Victorian Durham 
City Police Station 
 

Off Court Lane Original Victorian police station now apartments 

16 Current Durham Police 
Station 
 

Elvet/Court Lane Functioning Durham Police Station in Durham City 

17 The Old Court House (Now Oxfam) Elvet Bridge 
 

 

18 The Story - New Durham 
Archives  

Mount Oswald New home for the Durham Archives containing historical 
records until present time. 
 

19 George Gently Filming Hotel Indigo, Old Elvet Filmed at various sites throughout Durham including Hotel 
Indigo/Old Shire Hall, where a Bank Robbery scene was 
staged 
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20 Durham University 
Department of Sociology 
 

32 Old Elvet Criminology and Criminal Justice 

21 Durham Constabulary HQ  
 

Aykley Heads Area Headquarters for Durham Police 

22 Harperley Hall College of 
Policing’s Forensic Centre 

Wolsingham, Crook  The College of Policing is a professional body for 
everyone working across policing. It is an operationally 
independent arm's-length body of the Home Office. 
 

23 Police Station at Beamish Beamish Museum A pair of police houses from Heworth, Gateshead, and their 
associated single-storey office, are set to be replicated at 
Beamish. Supported by the North-East Police History Society. 
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